
Fight For NYCHA : CB11 Housing Committee Resolution Proposal for
Full-Funding of NYCHA

Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 6:09 PM

From: Louis Flores louisflores@louisflores.com

To: Housing@cb11m.org Housing@cb11m.org

CC: Norman Siegel NSiegel@stellp.com, team@mg.fightfornycha.org team@mg.fightfornycha.org,
gbrewer@manhattanbp.nyc.gov gbrewer@manhattanbp.nyc.gov

Good day,

Attached is a draft resolution that the group Fight For NYCHA submits to the Housing Committee of Manhattan Community
Board 11 for review and consideration. Please let us know if Fight For NYCHA can be added to the agenda of your next
Housing meeting.

We seek the Housing Committee's approval of this resolution as soon as possible, because tenants in the Fulton Houses in
CB4's district in Manhattan face displacement due to demolition and plans to put public housing into the hands of private
landlords. This draft resolution asks CB11 to help us call for the full-funding of NYCHA and public housing, so that public
housing tenants can stay in their own homes. Were CB11's Housing Committee to pass this resolution, you would be showing
leadership, and we would help draw attention to how you are showing leadership.

Please let us know if you would like to speak about the wording. 

Respectfully submitted for your consideration.

Thank you kindly.

on behalf of
Fight For NYCHA
https://fightfornycha.org/

Louis Flores
louisflores@louisflores.com
(929) 279-2292

Sent with ProtonMail Secure Email.

(3) Sent | maslowsneeds@protonmail.com | ProtonMail https://mail.protonmail.com/sent/Tlw469FgtNo7Xz-USVzJVP...
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RESOLUTION STATING  
THE HOUSING COMMITTEE OF 

MANHATTAN COMMUNITY BOARD NO. 11'S SUPPORT  
FOR THE FULL FUNDING OF  

THE NEW YORK CITY HOUSING AUTHORITY 

WHEREAS, the New York City Housing Authority 

(« NYCHA ») was formed in 1934 following the 

election of Mayor Fiorello La Guardia (R/Fusion-New 

York City), who ran for office in 1933, in part, on 

a campaign promise to build Government housing ; 

and 

WHEREAS, in the same year as NYCHA was formed, a 

meeting of delegates representing 750,000 workers 

passed a resolution, calling on housing 

construction and maintenance to be treated as a 

« public enterprise », not unlike public education 

and public transportation (the « 1934 Workers' 

Resolution ») ;1/ and 

WHEREAS, the First Houses in the East Village was 

the first public housing development to open to 

tenants, in 1935, under NYCHA, clearing the way for 

                     
1/  See PUBLIC HOUSING ASKED BY WORKERS; Social Control Just as in 

Education Is Endorsed at Meeting of 80 Delegates. MAYOR AND POST 
FAVOR IT LaGuardia Tells Labor Council Federal Money Will Only 
Begin to Meet City's Needs., The New York Times (29 June 1934), 
https://www.nytimes.com/1934/06/29/archives/public-housing-asked-
by-workers-social-control-just- as-in-education.html. 
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the construction of other public housing 

developments across New York City ; and 

WHEREAS, three (3) years after the formation of 

NYCHA, the U.S. Congress enacted the U.S. Housing 

Act, establishing a framework for the creation of 

public housing authorities across the nation ; and 

WHEREAS, it was the policy of the U.S. Housing Act 

to, in part, remedy the « acute shortage of decent, 

safe, and sanitary dwellings for families of low 

income » ; and 

WHEREAS, public housing was meant to provide 

Government housing to « families of low income », 

as defined in the U.S. Housing Act as « families 

who are in the lowest income group and who cannot 

afford to pay enough to cause private enterprise in 

their locality or metropolitan area to build an 

adequate supply of decent, safe, and sanitary 

dwellings for their use » ; and  

WHEREAS, decades of divestment by the Government 

have created unsafe condition at NYCHA, so much so 

that NYCHA reportedly faces a capital improvement 

budget deficit estimated to be as large as $32 

billion ; and 
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WHEREAS, NYCHA performs a critical function to the 

health of society by providing housing to up to 

600,000 people in 180,000 apartments ; and 

WHEREAS, Mayor Bill de Blasio (D-New York City) has 

announced a plan to build on open spaces in NYCHA, 

sell air rights above NYCHA real property, and to 

put one-third (1/3) of NYCHA into the hands of 

private landlords -- a proposal that would betray 

the spirit and intent of Mayor La Guardia's 

campaign promise, the 1934 Workers' Resolution, and 

the political reality that the Government would be 

incapable of building an adequate supply of decent, 

safe, and sanitary dwellings for use by families of 

low income and which would essentially turn public 

housing into a for-profit business ; and 

WHEREAS, a Government study2/ and press reports3/ 4/ 

5/ have revealed that the program Mayor de Blasio 

wants to use to put NYCHA into the hands of private 
                     
2/  See U.S. Gov't Accountability Office, GAO-18-123, Rental Assistance 

Demonstration : HUD Needs to Take Action to Improve Metrics and 
Ongoing Oversight 21 (2018). 

3/  See Abigail Savitch-Lew, Federal Audit Demands Better Oversight of 
Program Key to NYCHA’s Survival Plan, City Limits (27 Mar 2018), 
https://citylimits.org/2018/03/27/federal-audit-demands-better-
oversight-of-program-key-to-nychas-survival-plan/. 

4/  See Rachel M. Cohen, The Hopes and Fears Around Ben Carson's 
Favorite Public Housing Program, City Lab (Apr. 17, 2017), 
https://www.citylab.com/equity/2017/04/the-hopes-and-fears-around-
ben-carsons-favorite-public-housing-program/523926/. 

5/  See Luke Broadwater, Tenants evicted improperly from Baltimore's 
privatized public housing, complaint alleges, The Baltimore Sun 
(Feb. 8, 2018), https://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/ 
baltimore-city/bs-md-ci-public-housing-evictions-20180208-
story.html. 
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landlords -- Rental Assistance Demonstration 

(« RAD ») -- leads to rent increases, restrictive 

new house rules that can lead to eviction, other 

forms of tenant harassment, possible rescreening, 

and eviction ; these are not the values that 

represent the New Deal promise of public housing. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that RAD is dangerous to 

public housing tenants and the profit that private 

landlords stand to make from public housing is 

antithetical to the ideals and values of the New 

Deal public housing ; and 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that CB11 urges elected 

officials in the Federal, State, and City 

Government to find the $32 billion necessary to 

fully-fund NYCHA in order to avoid the RAD 

conversion of NYCHA ; and 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that CB11 urges elected 

officials to begin fully-funding NYCHA by 

reallocating from the New York City Department of 

Correction the roughly $10 billion earmarked for 

new jails to replace Rikers Island and using those 

funds, instead, for needed capital improvements at 

NYCHA ; and 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that C114 urges elected 

officials to approach Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D-New 
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York) and the New York delegation to the U.S. 

Congress to sponsor budget resolutions for the 

remainder of the funding necessary to complete 

capital improvements at NYCHA ; and 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that CB11 urges that the 

New York City Council hold hearings to determine an 

adequate New York City corporate income tax to be 

levied on corporations of a certain size to 

generate sufficient Government revenue for a 

dedicated budget allocation to support all future 

capital improvements, including preservation and 

expansion, of NYCHA and public housing. 


